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Safe Giveaway Information 

 
Bloomington, IL - We have recently become aware the gun safes given out by BPD were not, 
according to the manufacturer’s owner’s manual, intended for the storage of firearms. When 
these safes were purchased, Sentry made no mention of this model not being suitable for our 
intended use.  Prior to purchasing the safes, the vendor was notified of our intended usage, 
but provided no information indicating the safes were not intended to store firearms.  
  
After discussing possible concerns, we have determined the key issue is moisture regulation 
in the safe. We understand the importance of maintaining the proper humidity levels to 
prevent rust and other potential damage to firearms. Our goal is to ensure that the safes 
provided to our residents meet the highest quality standards, including effective humidity 
control. 
  
The Bloomington Police Department recommends some measures to lessen the humidity 
inside your safe: 
  

1. Silica Gel Packs: Silica gel packs or desiccant packs can be placed inside the safe to 
adsorb excess moisture and help maintain a dry environment. 

2. Dehumidifier Rod: Consider investing in a dehumidifier rod specifically designed for 
gun safes. These rods emit low levels of heat to raise the temperature inside the safe 
slightly, which reduces humidity. 

3. Regular Maintenance: Check your gun safe regularly and wipe down any condensation 
or moisture that may accumulate. Make sure there is proper ventilation within the 
storage area to allow for air circulation. 

4. Monitor firearms: Check periodically for a change in condition and care for weapon 
accordingly – clean and oil it as needed. 
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5. Sentry recommends the usage of Desiccant Packs to assist with moisture control inside 
the safe. The packs can be purchased at Desiccant Packs. It should be noted, Sentry 
placed a pack in each safe during production.  
  

We deeply apologize for any inconvenience or concern this may have caused. The Police 
Department values the residents of Bloomington, and your well-being and safety are of 
paramount importance to us. 
 
 

### 
 
You can also send anonymous tips via your smartphone by texting the number 847411 and 
the word "BPDTIPS", then a space, followed by your tip information. Tips may also be called 
into the Crime & Intelligence Analysis Unit (CIAU) at 309-434-2963 or email 
CIAU@cityblm.org. 
 
The CIAU office is staffed from 8am-4:30pm, weekdays. If no one is available to answer your 
call, please leave the information on the voicemail or send it by e-mail. 
 

https://store.sentrysafe.com/products/p50200?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIy7yMqvPP_wIVMx6zAB1L2wsiEAAYAiAAEgItffD_BwE

