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2 Year Refuse by Month
Bulk Tons Packed Bulk Tons Recycle Tons

Engineering Permits  

  

Overweight Loads 16 issued permits for $1,185 

Dumpster/Traffic Control/Excavation/Erosion  10 issued permit for $647 (waived $0) 

Erosion Control/Complaints Report  

New/Maintenance Erosion Control Inspections 92 

New Erosion/Storm  
Water Complaints 

4 

Inspection & Complaint  
Files Closed 

                                         1 



 

Streets & Sewers 
 

POTHOLES   51  

WATER DITCHES   15 

CAVE-INS     4 

CONCRETE PANEL REPAIRS     2 

INLET REPAIR     3 

MAILBOXES     4 

MANHOLE REPAIRS     3 

Fleet Division 

 January 2016 January 2017 

Work Orders 379 449 

Total Repair Orders Closed 340 417 

Preventative Maintenance 39 32 

 

 January 2016 January 2017 

Total No Lead Gallons             16,036                                16,115 

Total Cost                                $24,593 $30,571 

Avg  Price per Gallon               $1.53 $1.89 

 

 January 2016 January 2017 

Total Diesel Gallons            16,392 13,979 

Total Cost                                $35,671                                $27,252 

Avg Price per Gallon               $2.18                                $1.95 

  



 

  MONTH  YTD  Budgeted  FY % 

Parts             $40,161  $368,067  $586,085  62.80% 

Outside Repairs  $38,332  $291,671  $418,563  69.68% 

 
Fuel 

  
$129,140 

  
$569,375 

  
$1,175,000 

  
 48.45% 

         

 

THE NEW TEMPORARY PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT STORAGE BUILDING IS UP AND 
RUNNING! 

 

 

  

 



 

GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORY  

2016 ANNUAL REPORT  
  

THE ECOLOGY ACTION CENTER HAS COMPLETED THE 

FOLLOWING ITEMS DURING CALENDAR YEAR 2016 IN 

FULFILLMENT OF THE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS  
INVENTORY PROGRAM AGREEMENT OF APRIL 25, 2016.  

  

Starting in the fall of 2016, the EAC has been organizing, planning, and executing the first stages of 

completing a Greenhouse Gas Inventory for the Town of Normal and the City of Bloomington. This 

inventory covers the emissions of Local Government Operations (LGO) as well as the community’s 

commercial and residential actions and energy usage. Activities to-date can be broken down as follows:  

RESEARCH  
Before beginning any data collection, input, or analysis it was necessary to acquire familiarity with the 

intended methodologies for the GHG Inventory and how our specific community may tailor our 

inventory to best illustrate our production and contribution of GHG emissions. This was done by:  

o Researching various approaches to data collection, reporting and analysis.  

o Reviewing different emissions inventory reports submitted by various communities  

o Becoming acquainted with the new software system the EAC is using for this report to 

analyze data known as ClearPath  

  

ORGANIZATION   
Similar to the 2008 Baseline report, this inventory will cover LGOs of Bloomington and Normal and 

the community of Bloomington-Normal. We will again be focusing on the major contributors of GHG 

emissions: energy usage, waste, and transportation. Concentrating on these GHG sources, the EAC is 

using a reporting spreadsheet provided by ICLEI to organize data as it was received from LGOs. This 

spreadsheet is broken down by the various LGO departments and community sectors (residential, 

commercial, and industrial).  
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DATA INPUT  
Selecting a year is one of the first steps in constructing a GHG inventory. The baseline report was 

conducted for calendar year 2008 and the EAC had concluded that it should be repeated 

approximately every 5+ years. It was therefore decided that we would focus the next inventory on 

calendar year 2015 to give and idea of the most current status of Bloomington-Normal’s greenhouse 

gas emissions.  

o The EAC has started to receive data from various LGO departments and have begun 

entering the data into the ClearPath Software  

o The EAC is also reentering all of the 2008 emissions data into the ClearPath software in 

order to keep the emission results consistent. o We will publish a revised draft of the 

initial baseline report.  

  

NEXT STEPS  

o The EAC has requested from the LGOs of Bloomington and Normal energy usage data and 

transportation data for the year 2015.   

o For the community inventory, researching transportation data through several sources 

including Connect Transit and McLean County Regional Planning Commission is now 

underway.   

o Community waste data is already held by the EAC, with additional information on methane 

emissions being requested from Allied Waste.   

o Requests for community energy usage from the local utilities (Ameren, Nicor, and Cornbelt) 

will take place in the next month.  
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MCLEAN COUNTY SOLID WASTE PROGRAM 
2016 FOURTH QUARTER REPORT  

THE ECOLOGY ACTION CENTER HAS COMPLETED THE FOLLOWING 

ITEMS IN FULFILLMENT OF THE SOLID WASTE AND  

WASTE REDUCTION EDUCATION PROGRAM AGREEMENT OF JANUARY 1, 

2014.    

LEADING INDICATORS: SUMMARY OF PROGRESS1  
Goal: Visit 70% of eligible classrooms in McLean County, Bloomington, and Normal for 

elementary school recycling and waste reduction education programs. Reaching this 

target means directly engaging with approximately 1,500 students.    

 There are 90 Fourth grade classrooms in McLean County, which includes all public and private 

schools. In 4th Quarter, we visited 63 classrooms and 1608 students. Year To Date: 99% of 

classrooms, which exceeds our goal.   

Goal: Visit 60% of public libraries within McLean County, Bloomington and Normal and 

provide a summer reading program on recycling and waste reduction topics. Reaching this 

target means directly engaging with approximately 300 library patrons.   

 We visited 9 of the 14 public libraries in McLean County in the summer of 2016, and educated 

379 people.  This represents 64%, which exceeds our goal.  

Goal: Provide recycling and waste reduction education programs at 80% of after school 

programs, reaching approximately 200 students.  This year’s target group includes 8 after 

school programs.  

 In the 4th Quarter, we visited 8 after school programs with a total of 421 students.  We reached 

100% of targeted schools.    

Goal: Provide recycling and waste reduction presentations for 25 local groups or 

approximately 750 individuals including civic groups, scouts, preschools, non-target school 
groups, university classes. 2  

 4th quarter: 5 presentations, 112 people.  YTD: 20 presentations, 491 people.  Goal not reached 

due to presentations to community groups on other program topics.   

Goal: Promote recycling and sustainable practices to direct audiences utilizing social media 

channels including Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube with a target of 30,000 

interactions annually.  

 Year To Date, our social media posts resulted in 71,711 interactions.   

Goal: Provide and promote comprehensive online resources on recycling and waste 
disposal for Bloomington, Normal, and McLean County with a target of 12,000 visits to these 

pages annually.   

                                                        
1 The totals below represent Year-To-Date numbers.  Specific details of this Quarter’s activities are described on the pages that 

follow.  
2 In practice the EAC provides these programs for nearly 100% of those requesting the services.  



 

 Estimated YTD totals: 35,027 visits, which exceeds our goal.  

  

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) COLLECTION  
• Initiated planning for fall 2017 Household Hazardous Waste Collection early due to significant 

changes in host site availability.  Spent several months negotiating access to multiple possible 

alternative event locations.  

• Negotiated potential major sponsorship from a locally based organization.  

SOLID WASTE COORDINATOR ACTIVITIES  
• Ongoing efforts in development of the new twenty-year McLean County Integrated Solid Waste 

Management Plan.  Stakeholder groups formed and will meet in early 2017 to address a few 

remaining key issues before drafting the proposed new solid waste plan.  

• Two staff members attended the Illinois County Solid Waste Management Association annual 

conference.    

  

• Solid Waste presentation given to Bloomington’s City Council on current solid waste plan efforts, 

EAC solid waste outreach program reach, and estimated lifespan of the current McLean County 

Landfill.  

• Coverage by multiple media outlets (WGLT, WMBD) of declining landfill capacity and EAC’s solid 

waste plan efforts.  

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH  
   Earth Schools Recycling and Waste Reduction Fourth grade presentations:   

 Benjamin   (3 classes, 90 people)  

Calvary Christian (1 class, 24 people)   

Cedar Ridge  (4 classes, 104 people)   

 Epiphany   (1 class, 32 people)   

 Fox Creek   (2 classes, 48 people)   

 Grove    (4 classes, 125 people)   

Heyworth   (4 classes, 90 people)  Colene 

Hoose (3 classes, 78 people)   

Hudson   (2 classes, 45 people)  

Irving    (3 classes, 74 people)   

LeRoy    (3 classes, 69 people)   

Lexington   (2 classes, 53 people)   

Northpoint   (4 classes, 115 people)   



 

Oakdale   (3 classes, 79 people)   

Oakland   (3 classes, 75 people)   

Olympia North (Danvers) (2 classes, 52 people)   

Pepper Ridge  (3 classes, 72 people)   

Ridgeview (Colfax) (2 classes, 48 people)   

 St Mary’s   (1 class, 8 people)   

 Stevenson   (3 classes, 78 people)   

Sugar Creek  (2 classes, 61 people)   

Tri Valley (Downs)(3 classes, 75 people)   

Trinity Lutheran (2 classes, 32 people)   

 Washington   (3 classes, 81 people)     

    

Fourth Quarter: 24 schools, 63 classrooms, 1608 students.  

  

• Other K-12 School activities:  

o Recycling programs featuring clip from movie “Wall-E” and games at 8 elementary 

school After School Programs: Grove, Oakdale, Colene Hoose, Sugar Creek, Glenn, 

Parkside, Fairview & Prairieland (8 programs, 421 participants)   Scout 

activities: o  Program for Scouts at EAC (1 program, 9 participants)   University 

Programs:  

o Presentation for ISU Student Environmental Health Association (45 participants) o 

 Presentation for two Environmental Sciences classes at Illinois Wesleyan (42 

participants)  

• Community solid waste reduction programs and information booths:  

o Information booth at ISU Wellness Fair (39 people)  

o Booth at McLean County Chamber of Commerce non-profit showcase (220 people)  

o Connect Transit Employee Health Fair   Other Programs:  

o Program for University Club – 16 people  

OTHER ACTIVITIES  
• Produced quarterly EAC paper newsletters featuring solid waste issues among other topics.  

Mailed to 270 households.  



 

• Sent monthly issues of the EAC Action News email newsletters to over 900 email addresses to 

promote general recycling and waste reduction; issues were also targeted to timely events such 

as HHW, recycling, vermicomposting and more.  

• Promoted waste reduction, recycling, composting and proper disposal of household hazardous 

wastes through social media.  EAC posted messages on its Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and 

YouTube accounts on solid waste topics, with a resulting 29,616 views of these posts.   

• Answered 239 phone calls and other inquiries about the disposal of household hazardous waste 

and recycling.  

• Received 5,759 visits to solid waste, recycling, and hazardous waste related pages within EAC’s 

website.   

• Administration and 

promotion of McFreecycle, 

a free listserv on the 

internet for the free 

exchange of materials in 

McLean County to avoid 

disposal of useable items.  

(2,082 current members 

with an average of 198 

messages exchanged 

monthly).    

• Promoted  

nontraditional recycling 

programs through annual 

America Recycles Day 

Mega Recycling Event in  

partnership with Illinois 

Wesleyan University in November.  Over 415 households recycled thousands of pounds of 

electronics, textiles, paper (shredded), and miscellaneous items including eyeglasses, hearing 

aids, plastic shopping bags, mattresses and Terracycle items.  Each participant was given local 

listings for recycling these items anytime throughout the year.  

• Executive Director was interviewed on WGLT concerning America Recycles Day and next year’s 

plans for Household Hazardous Waste collection event. Approximately 5000 listeners.  Also had 

coverage for America Recycles Day event on WJBC and in Pantagraph (article plus paid 

advertising).  

• Held build-your-own composter workshop with a 2 participants making bins to use at home and 

receiving full instruction on best composting practices.  

     

 

 

 



 

MCLEAN COUNTY SOLID WASTE PROGRAM  

2016 ANNUAL REPORT  

THE ECOLOGY ACTION CENTER HAS COMPLETED THE FOLLOWING 

ITEMS IN FULFILLMENT OF THE SOLID WASTE AND  

WASTE REDUCTION EDUCATION PROGRAM AGREEMENT OF JANUARY 1, 

2014.    

  

LEADING INDICATORS: SUMMARY OF PROGRESS3  
Goal: Visit 70% of eligible classrooms in McLean County, Bloomington, and Normal for 

elementary school recycling and waste reduction education programs. Reaching this 

target means directly engaging with approximately 1,500 students.    

 There are 90 Fourth grade classrooms in McLean County, which includes all public and private 

schools. In 2016, we made visits to 89 4th grade classrooms, and reached 2,221 

people.  While this figure seems to indicate that we visited virtually all 4th grade 

classrooms, we actually visited some teachers in the spring of 2016 and again in the 

fall of 2016.  Those teachers would be counted twice, but they had different students 

in the fall. Goal exceeded.   

Goal: Visit 60% of public libraries within McLean County, Bloomington and Normal and 

provide a summer reading program on recycling and waste reduction topics. Reaching this 

target means directly engaging with approximately 300 library patrons.   

 We visited 9 of the 14 public libraries in McLean County in the summer of 2016, and educated 

379 people.  This represents 64%, which exceeds our goal.  

Goal: Provide recycling and waste reduction education programs at 80% of after school 

programs, reaching approximately 200 students.  This year’s target group includes 8 after 

school programs.  

 In 2016, we visited 8 after school programs with a total of 421 students.  We reached 100% of 

targeted schools; goal exceeded.    

Goal: Provide recycling and waste reduction presentations for 25 local groups or 

approximately 750 individuals including civic groups, scouts, preschools, non-target school 
groups, university classes. 4  

 In 2016, EAC staff presented 20 programs for these qualifying groups to 491 people. Goal not 

reached due to presentations to community groups on other EAC program topics.    

Goal: Promote recycling and sustainable practices to direct audiences utilizing social media 

channels including Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube with a target of 30,000 

interactions annually.  

                                                        
3 The totals below represent Year-To-Date numbers.  Specific details of this Quarter’s activities are described on the pages that 

follow.  
4 In practice the EAC provides these programs for nearly 100% of those requesting the services.  



 

 In 2016, our social media posts resulted in 71,711 interactions, representing 239% of our goal.   

Goal: Provide and promote comprehensive online resources on recycling and waste 

disposal for Bloomington, Normal, and McLean County with a target of 12,000 visits to these 

pages annually.   

 Estimated YTD totals: 35,027 visits, which exceeds our goal.   

 

SOLID WASTE MESSAGING:  

2016 TOTAL REACH: 405,182 INTERACTIONS     
 DIRECT (PROGRAMS, EVENTS, PHONE INQUIRIES): 18,444    

MEDIA (NEWSPAPER, RADIO, SOCIAL MEDIA, WEB): 386,738  

 

  

LAGGING INDICATOR     

As the main goals of the McLean County Solid Waste Program are to increase recycling while increasing 

source reduction, the annual measurement and reporting of these rates by the EAC can act as lagging 

indicators of the success of outreach efforts. However, the value of this performance indicator is also 

limited by other factors impacting recycling and waste generation rates, such as accessibility of recycling 

programs and macroeconomic forces. While quantifying source reduction of municipal solid waste is 

problematic, tracking recycling rates is much more reliable. Per the 2012 Five Year Update to the McLean 

County Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan, the county-wide recycling rate goal is currently set at 

40%, which will also serve as the EAC’s target for purposes of this indicator.   

The 2015 recycling rate fell by 1.2 percentage points from 2014 to 36.5%.  At less than 0.1% 

variation from the average of the recycling rate average during past nine years, this is 

understood to represent no significant change.     

  

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) COLLECTION  
• Initiated planning for fall 2017 Household Hazardous Waste Collection early due to significant 

changes in host site availability.  Spent several months negotiating access to multiple possible 

alternative event locations.  

• Negotiated potential major sponsorship from a locally based organization.  

SOLID WASTE COORDINATOR ACTIVITIES  
• Ongoing efforts in development of a new twenty-year McLean County Integrated Solid Waste 

Management Plan.  Extensive research conducted into solid waste management strategies prior 

to the creation of three focus groups to brainstorm and prioritize strategies.  Led twelve 



 

collaborative discussions towards group consensus on possible strategies for inclusion in the 

draft solid waste plan.  Stakeholder groups formed and will meet in early 2017 to address a few 

remaining key issues before drafting the proposed new solid waste plan.   

• Hosted state-wide e-waste meeting for Illinois electronics waste recycling working group.  

• Facilitated quarterly Solid Waste Technical Committee Meetings including updates on solid waste 

planning process.  

• Reviewed multiple solid waste permit applications from Illinois EPA on behalf of McLean County.  

• Working towards implementation of new online 

recycling and waste database application to 

facilitate even easier distribution of information 

on local recycling programs.  

• Two staff members attended the Illinois County 

Solid Waste Management Association annual 

conference.    

  

• Solid Waste presentation given to Bloomington’s 

City Council on current solid waste plan efforts, 

EAC solid waste outreach program reach, and 

estimated lifespan of the current McLean 

County  

Landfill.  

• Coverage by multiple media outlets (WGLT, 

WMBD) of declining landfill capacity and EAC’s 

solid waste plan efforts.  

• Participation in ongoing efforts with the Illinois 

Product Stewardship Council to improve e-waste 

recycling regulations.  

  

COMMUNITY-WIDE WASTE GENERATION AND 

RECYCLING RATE  
• Surveyed area waste haulers, recyclers, municipalities, and institutions to gather data for 

calculation of county-wide 2015 municipal solid waste generation rate and recycling rate.    

• 91,866 tons of municipal solid waste were recycled in McLean County in 2015, representing 

more waste materials recycled than any time in the past six years. Unfortunately, total waste 

generated and landfilled also increased resulting in a minor decline in the overall recycling rate 

relative to waste generated. The 2015 recycling rate fell by 1.2 percentage points from 

2014 to 36.5%.  At less than 0.1% variation from the average of the recycling rate 

average during past nine years, this is understood to represent no significant change.     

• McLean County remains fairly close to the community-wide recycling goal of 40%.  
This goal is established within the McLean County Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan, 

which is updated every five years.  However, with the rate showing no measurable 

progress in nine years, it is now evident that additional measures are critical for any 

improvement.  



 

• In addition to striving to meet the established goal, making additional progress in source 

reduction and further increased recycling is becoming increasingly important as it is estimated 

that one year of capacity remains in the McLean County Landfill.  Upon closure of the landfill, 

waste will need to be transported farther from Bloomington- 

Normal, which is anticipated to increase costs.  Delaying the inevitable landfill closure through 

more assertive waste management strategies can help conserve local financial resources.  

  

   2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  

Total MSW Recycled (tons)  
93,065  98,220  80,217  80,541  71,099  66,737  73,833  85,196  91,866  

Total MSW Landfilled 

(tons)  164,101  163,202  148,089  134,325  136,927  116,290  121,991  141,068  159,989  

Total Municipal Solid  
Waste Generated  
(tons)  

257,166  261,422  228,306  214,866  208,026  183,079  195,824  226,264  251,855  

Percent Change from 

Previous Year  
9.3%  1.7%  -12.7%  -5.9%  -3.2%  -12.0%  7.0%  15.5%  11.3%  

Recycling Rate  36.2%  37.6%  35.1%  37.5%  34.2%  36.5%  37.7%  37.7%  36.5%  

Percent Change from 

Previous Year  
12.1%  3.8%  -6.5%  6.8%  -8.8%  6.7%  3.3%  0.0%  -3.2%  

  

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH  
   Earth Schools Recycling and Waste Reduction Fourth Grade presentations:   

Bent (4 classes, 95 people)   

Benjamin (3 classes, 90 people)   

Calvary Christian (2 classes, 39 people)  

Carlock (1 class, 22 people)   

Cedar Ridge (4 classes, 104 people)  

Cornerstone (2 classes, 39 people)  

Epiphany (1 class, 32 people)   

Fairview (2 classes, 48 people)   

Fox Creek (5 classes, 115 people)    

Glenn (2 classes, 49 people)   

Grove (4 classes, 125 people)   

Heyworth (4 classes, 90 people)   

Colene Hoose (3 classes, 78 people)  



 

Hudson (2 classes, 45 people)  

Irving (3 classes, 74 people)   

LeRoy (3 classes, 69 people)   

Lexington (2 classes, 53 people)   

Metcalf (2 classes, 52 people)   

Northpoint (4 classes, 115 people)  Oakdale (3 

classes, 79 people)   

Oakland (3 classes, 75 people)   

Olympia North (Danvers) (2 classes, 52 people)   

Parkside (3 classes, 64 people)   

Pepper Ridge (3 classes, 72 people)   

Ridgeview (Colfax) (2 classes, 48 people)   

St Mary’s (1 class, 8 people)   

Sheridan (3 classes, 73 people)   

Stevenson (3 classes, 78 people)   

Sugar Creek (2 classes, 61 people)   

Tri Valley (Downs)(3 classes, 75 people)  

Trinity Lutheran (2 classes, 32 people)   

Washington (6 classes, 170 people)      

2016: Total schools: 32; Total classrooms 89; people: 2221   

  

• Other K-12 School activities:  

o Solid waste reduction and recycling programs for  o  Pepper Ridge Family Reading 

Night (2 presentations, 85 participants)  o  Unit 5 High Schools (2 programs, 42 

participants) o  Calvary Christian Daycamp (1 program, 14 participants)  

o Recycling programs featuring clip for movie “Wall-E” and games at 8 elementary school 

After School Programs: Grove, Oakdale, Colene Hoose, Sugar Creek, Glenn, Parkside, 

Fairview & Prairieland (8 programs, 421 participants) o  Participated in “Earth Run” 

organized by Normal Community High School students; gave presentation to runners; 

proceeds to benefit the EAC.  



 

• Preschool Garbage Monster Presentations:  

o Waste Reduction/Recycling program for Mulberry School (2 presentations, 53 

participants)   Scout activities:  

o Program for Brownie Scouts from Hudson (1 program, 10 participants) o Program for 

Scouts (1 program, 10 participants) o Program for Scouts at EAC (1 program, 9 

participants)  University Programs:   

o Presentation for ISU Student Environmental Health Association (45 participants) o 

 Presentation for two Environmental Sciences classes at Illinois Wesleyan (42 

participants)  

• Community solid waste reduction programs and information booths:  

o Booth at Sugar Creek Arts Festival, plus distributed refillable bottles to artists (173 

people)  

o In partnership with Midwest Fiber offered food waste composting and recycling at 

Sweet Corn Blues Festival along with an information booth (1,075 booth visitors)  

o Participated in Wellness Fairs at Country/Growmark/IAA (2 events, 186 people) o 

 Solid waste reduction and recycling program for St John’s Lutheran group (53 

participants)  

o State Farm Earth Day event (3 events, 120 people) o  City of Bloomington Health 

Fair (70 people)  

o Participation in Downs Community Breakfast event with booth about recycling (10 

participants) o  Information booth at David Davis Glorious Garden Fest (2 days, 219 

people) o  Light the Night event in Uptown Normal (26 people)   

o Information booth at ISU Wellness Fair (39 people)  

o Information booth at ISU Horticulture Center Autumn Fest (20 people) o  Booth at 

McLean County Chamber of Commerce non-profit showcase (220 people)  

o Connect Transit Employee Health Fair  
  

• Library Programs:  

“The Lorax” presentation, including information about waste reduction and composting, 

at Bloomington Library (42 participants), Normal Library (21 participants), Colfax (13 

participants), Danvers (10 participants), Heyworth (55 participants), Hudson (46 

partifcipants), LeRoy (85 participants),  McLean (62 participants), and Towanda (45 

participants).  

• Other Programs:  

o Presentation at PEO Club (35 participants) with emphasis on waste reduction o 

 Recycling and waste reduction program co-sponsored by Mid Central Community 



 

Action o  Program for Daybreak Rotary group covering many solid waste topics (15 

participants)  

o Presentation at Westminster Village (30 participants) with emphasis on waste reduction  

o Program for University Club – 16 people  

OTHER ACTIVITIES  
• Produced four quarterly EAC paper newsletters featuring solid waste issues among other topics.  

Mailed each issue to approximately 270 households.  

• Sent monthly issues of the EAC Action News email newsletters to over 900 email addresses to 

promote general recycling and waste reduction; issues were also targeted to timely events such 

as HHW, recycling, vermicomposting and more.  

• Promoted waste reduction, recycling, composting and proper disposal of household hazardous 

wastes through social media.  EAC posted messages on its Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and 

YouTube accounts on solid waste topics, with a resulting 71,711 views of these posts.  

• Answered 802 phone calls and other inquiries about the disposal of household hazardous waste 

and recycling.   

• Received 35,027 to solid waste, recycling, and hazardous waste related pages within EAC’s 

website.  

• Administration and promotion of McFreecycle, a free listserv on the internet for the free exchange 

of materials in McLean County to avoid disposal of useable items.  (2,082 current members with 

an average of 198 messages exchanged monthly).   

• Awarded the annual McLean County Green Awards in June.  The McLean County Waste Reduction 

and Recycling Award recognized The Bloomington-Normal Marriott.  The McLean County World of 

Difference Award was presented to General Manager Jeff Pritts of the Bloomington-Normal 

Marriott.  

• Co-sponsored the Illinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo (ISLWE) at IWU – 3000 

participants.  This year’s event was purposefully designed to model “zero-waste” event planning: 

much of the literature was presented electronically instead of paper handouts, and vendors were 

encouraged to not distribute extraneous trinkets.  Event was publicized on WJBC and WGLT, with 

advertisements and interviews, reaching nearly 50,000 area residents.  

• Promoted and participated in Bloomington-Normal Clean Up Day in April, removing trash from a 

1.6 mile stretch of Sugar Creek from Tipton Park to Audubon Gardens; Clean-Up Week was 

promoted on WGLT interview and through social media posts and paid advertisements.     



 

• Promoted  

nontraditional recycling 

programs through annual 

America Recycles Day 

Mega Recycling Event in 

partnership with Illinois 

Wesleyan University in 

November.  Over 415 

households recycled 

thousands of pounds of 

electronics, textiles, paper 

(shredded), and 

miscellaneous items 

including eyeglasses, 

hearing aids, plastic 

shopping bags, 

mattresses and Terracycle 

items.  Each participant 

was given local listings for 

recycling these items 

anytime throughout the year.  

• Executive Director was interviewed on WGLT concerning America Recycles Day and next year’s 

plans for Household Hazardous Waste collection event. Approximately 5,000 listeners.  Also had 

coverage for America Recycles Day event on WJBC and in Pantagraph.  

• Held MEGA Recycling event in conjunction with the Illinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo 

at IWU in April.  Over 200 households recycled electronics, textiles, Terracycle items, and 

corrugated plastic signs; participants were given information about recycling these items in our 

community throughout the year.  

• EAC sponsored Earth Day on WJBC resulting in extensive coverage with hourly spots and an 

extensive live interview on both WJBC and WBNQ covering many solid waste topics; over 25,000 

listeners.  

• Executive Director was guest on pre-Earth Day edition of WGLT’s “Sound Ideas” with topics 

including solid and hazardous waste.  Approximately 5,000 listeners.  Followed up with Earth Day 

promotional underwriting spots on WGLT.  

• Full page ad in The Pantagraph on Earth Day listing the many resources the EAC provides to our 

community, including information about solid waste, recycling, and household hazardous waste.    

• June interview on WGLT’s Sound Ideas regarding solid waste planning process, recycling rate, 

landfill closure, and recycling Q&A.  

• June interview on WJBC about recycling rate and other waste issues.   

• Held six build-your-own composter workshops with a total of 19 participants making bins to use at 

home and receiving full instruction on best composting practices.  

• Loan of special event recycling containers to Boy Scouts for May events and IWU for graduation 

events.     

 


